RIO HONDO COLLEGE LIBRARY Understanding

Call Numbers
What is a Call Number?
A Ca” number iS Ilke an addreSS: on the spines of books and in the anline catalog,
it tells us where the book is located Lg
in the library. Each book in the i LB2395 CE5 1991

library has its own unique call number 1991

Note that the same call number can be
written from top-to-bottom, or left-to-right.

Reading Call Numbers
Rio Hondo COIIege Library uses Read the first line in alphabetical order:
Library of Congress Classification / 4,B,BF,C,D .. L, LA, LB, LC, M, ML ..
uses for call numbers. This LB
system a combination of letters CB5
and numbers to arrange materials 1991 T The third line is a combination of & letter and numbers,

Read call numbers line by line:

__ ——— Read the second line as a whale number:
2395 1,2, 3, 45,100, 101, 1000, 2000, 2430 ..,

; ; ; Read the letter alphabetically.
by subject. An abbre_watgd guide Read the number as a decimal, e .C85= 65 .C724 = 724
to the letters on the first line of LC {Some call numbers have more than one combination
call numbers can be found on the letter-number line.
reverse side of this handout. This is the year the hook was published,

Chronological order: 1985, 1987, 1891, 1992 .,

Finding Call Numbers on the Shelf
To understand how call numbers are put in order in Library of Congress Classification,
look at each section of the call number:

LA before LB 23}? before 2525 .5? before .?54
LA LE LE LE ! LE LE LE LE LE LE
2301 2a32F | Z3ET ] aap 2azg | 232 zazat |zzzz 2305 | 2295
T M W53 BaT 34 | 55 oa9d | .ces 65 | CB5
1990 1982 II'. 1992 1g|3? 1991

| | é | * | \E
Bbefore O  .34before 53 554 before 63 1957 befare 1991

Understanding Call Numbers

The first 2 sections of the
Title: Fhs? Fow Nead fo Anow The first twa lines describe the
call _number represent the Abon? Develaping Sudy Skills subject of the book. LB
subject of the book. The Taking Notes & Fests, Elving LEZ2395 = Methods of Study, [2395
next section beginning with Lhrtiomaries & Libraites in Higher Education 685
’ Authort Cornan, Marcia J. This line often represents the-"'/;l 991
a letter, usually represents authar's last narme.
the author's last name. Call nurnber LE2395 .CH5 1991 £65 = Cornan
The last line gives the year The vear the book was published.,
e F
the book was published.
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